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Welcome to the 2024 Extraordinary Capped Half Dime Sealed Bid Auction! Here you will 
discover a variety of certified Capped Bust Half Dimes, some of universally acclaimed rarity, 
and others that are “tougher than it would seem” based on their rarity ratings. There are also 
three coins that have been plated in the attractive reference book, “U. S. Half Dimes 1792-1837 — 
Variety Identification and Die State Guide,” (Powers, 2023.) We believe there’s something for 
everyone. 


This introductory page contains a list of the coins available with lot numbers, attribution, rarity 
rating, grade, TPG, certification number, and special details, such as die stage or provenance. 
The number in parenthesis is the certification number on the label. The source of all bust half 
dime rarity ratings is the most recent JRCS census. Ensuing pages contain color images and 
detailed descriptions of each coin. 


Capped Bust Half Dimes 


Lot 2401. 1829 LM-3, R-2, PCGS/CAC AUS58 (37153435) 

Lot 2402. 1829 LM-14, R-4, PCGS/CAC XF45 (26629577) 

Lot 2403. 1829 LM-18, R-4, PCGS AUS58 (37054975), ex Crain 

Lot 2404. 1830 LM-1.2, R-4, PCGS MS62 (81798183 

Lot 2405. 1830 LM-S, R-6, PCGS VG10 (47642456) 

Lot 2406. 1830 LM-10, R-6, PCGS F12 (45674008) 

Lot 2407. 1832 LM-9.1, R-6, PCGS AUS50 (37055001) ex Frederick, Logan, Peterson, Crain 
Lot 2408. 1832 LM-9.2, R-7, PCGS G4 Details (45491037), ex Meaney, Peterson 
Lot 2409. 1833 LM-2, R-6, PCGS XF45 (32407183) 

Lot 2410. 1835 LM-2, R-4, PCGS XF45 (45491040) 

Lot 2411. 1835 LM-12, R-7, PCGS VG8 Details (34882128) 

Lot 2412. 1836 LM-1.1, R-5, PCGS XF45 (45491039) 
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Certificate Number 
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Lot 2401. 1829 LM-3, R-2, PCGS/CAC AU58 (37153435). Fans of color will flock to this 
coin, with its gold periphery, turquoise fields, and blazing centers giving new meaning to 
“bullseye” toning. Twirling under sunlight exhibits the radiant reflectivity at the perimeters of 
the coin. At R-2, the 1829 LM-3 is the lowest-rarity offering in this sealed bid sale, but its CAC 
approval and stunning eye appeal are sure to attract strong bidding. In a PCGS Gold Shield 
holder with TrueView and LM-3 attribution on the label. 


Lot 2402. 1829 LM-14, R-4, PCGS/CAC XF45 (26629577). There are specialists who love 
XF45s, and one with CAC approval, and an R-4 rarity rating, is sure to catch their attention. 
Yet this coin has still another distinction: it is a plated coin, from the “US Half Dimes 1792 — 
1837 Variety Identification and Die State Guide” (Powers, 2023). It’s got a lovely patina and 
that original “grey dirt’ in the protected areas, speaking to its originality. What’s not to love? Jn 
a PCGS old blue holder with TrueView and LM-14 attribution on the label. 


¥ Certificate Number 


37954975 
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Lot 2403. 1829 LM-18, R-4, PCGS AU58 (37054975), ex Crain. Steve Crain had this in his 
collection since 1996, when he cracked it out of a PCGS AUS58 rattler holder. He noted it was 
among the finest examples of the die marriage known... and that assessment is still true to this day! 
Exhibiting excellent luster and vibrant gold color, we believe nearly every collector will see this as 
an upgrade. Evidently, this half dime saw so little circulation that the vertical die crack across Miss 
Liberty’s face is easily viewed. It’s also a “cover girl,” gracing the front and back covers of 
Robert Powers’ 2023 book, “U.S. Half Dimes 1792-1837 Variety Identification & Die State 
Guide.” In a PCGS Gold Shield holder with TrueView and LM-1& attribution on the label. 
Includes the Steve Crain 2x2 flip and the AUS8 PCGS rattler insert. 


Certificate No. 
81798183 
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Lot 2404. 1830 LM-1.2, R-4, PCGS MS62 (81798183). This remarriage pairs 1830 obverse 1 
with reverse G. Reverse G, used in 1829 and 1830, still gives specialists something to study. In 
Federal Half Dimes 1792 — 1837, Logan and McCloskey listed four reverse G remarriages: 
1829 LM-13.1 (“dies clash’), 1830 LM-1.1, ‘29 LM-13.2, and’30 LM-1.2. However, in the 
article Is it Time for a New Remarriage Chart for Capped Bust Half Dime Reverse G? (John 
Reich Journal, Vol 22 Issue 2, August 2012*), Richard Meaney makes the case for only three 
remarriages: 30 LM-1.1, ‘29 LM-13, and ‘30 LM-1.2. This is based on studying 1830 LM-1.1 
coins with no clashes. Whichever chart is accurate, both agree that this clashy coin is the 1830 
LM-1.2 And a pleasure it is to study, as the reverse is simply gorgeous! In a PCGS Gold Shield 
holder with TrueView and LM-1.2 attribution on the label. 


* Ref: https://mnp.wustl.edu/library/book/529800 
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Lot 2405. 1830 LM-5, R-6, PCGS VG10 (47642456). Natural light silver and russet gold 
tone throughout with smooth, even wear. This is the earlier die state, but with the ever-present 
die crack down to Liberty's cap, splitting the Y of LIBERTY and on down to right of the clasp. 
Thin die cracks to star five as well. In the 2023 census, there were only 16 instances of this 
matriage in various grades, and the LM-5 die marriage remains one of the most challenging 
issues to find in any grade for the variety specialist. 


Certificate Number 


45674008 
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Lot 2406. 1830 LM-10, R-6, PCGS F12 (45674008). Rarity 6 means that there are an 
estimated 13-30 of this die marriage in existence. Imagine for a moment a Mercury dime 
variety of which 30 or fewer survived and think about how hard it would be to afford one, if 
you could even find one for sale. (The key 1916-D has an estimated 10,000 survivors, and you 
can’t get one for much less than $1,000 even in the lowest details grades). This is one of only 
17 examples reported in the 2023 JRCS half dime census. This is your chance to get a true 
rarity, straight graded, at an accessible price that you set. In a PCGS Gold Shield holder with 
TrueView and LM-10 attribution on the label. 
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Lot 2407. 1832 LM-9.1, R-6, PCGS AU50 (37055001) ex Frederick, Logan, Bricker, 
Peterson, Crain. In our 2020 sale of Steve Crain coins, this coin was described as “a lovely 
coin grey half dime with hints of copper evident when tilting the coin under a light.” It is a 
lovely coin and can now be discussed in the context of the 2023 JRCS half dime census, where 
there were only 14 reported instances of this remarriage. The average grade was less than 30, 
and only three coins were higher: an extraordinary MS66, a 62, and a 55. With a former R-7 
rating, the pedigree noted above, and eye appeal to spare, this coin would be a worthy upgrade 
for almost any set. To top it all off: it is a plated coin, representing the LM-9.x marriage in the 
book “US Half Dimes 1792 — 1837 Variety Identification and Die State Guide” (Powers, 2023). 
In a PCGS Gold Shield holder with TrueView and LM-9.1 attribution on the label. 


Certificate Number 
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Lot 2408. 1832 LM-9.2, R-7, PCGS G4 Details - Cleaned (45491037), ex Meaney, 
Peterson. This is a “holy grail” coin. The 1832 LM-9.2 is one of less than a handful of 
incredibly challenging remarriages avidly sought by all half dime specialists. There were but 4 
examples reported in the 2023 census, and thus it sits near the pinnacle of rarity for the series. 
The 1832 LM-9 pairs 1832 obverse 2 (stars 6 and 7 close, s7 points between dentils) with 
reverse T. The critical difference between LM-9.1 (which is tough in its own right) is the filled 
upper loop of S2 in States on this remarriage. Thus, despite the wear on the present example, 
the attribution is clear. This coin has passed through the hands of noted collectors Richard 
Meaney and Dr. Glenn Peterson, who held it as his set piece for a decade and a half until an 
upgrade was obtained. In a PCGS Gold Shield holder with TrueView and LM-9.2 attribution 
and “Peterson Collection” on the label. 


Lot 2409. 1833 LM-2, R-6, PCGS XF45 (32407183). A lovely and very scarce coin, in hand 
this specimen is more chocolate brown than the present image shows. Inspection under a light 
shows a creamy patina blanketing lustrous surfaces that sparkle when rotated. In the 2023 
Census, the highest grade for this marriage is MS62 and the average grade is only a bit over 32, 
so a Straight-graded XF45 coin of this tough R-6 marriage, especially one as original as this 
one, is a rare find and should appeal to die marriage collectors. In a PCGS old blue holder with 
LM-2 attribution on the label. 


Certificate Number 
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Lot 2410. 1835 LM-2, R-4, PCGS XF45 (45491040). Nominally an R-4 marriage, we feel 
that this is among the toughest R-4s. You can flip through scores — or hundreds — of 1835 Lg Dt 
/ Lg 5c listings before you find one that has the scroll ending beneath the point of the M in 
America, with the distinctive 3™ stroke of that M missing. This is a very well-struck example, 
the softer reverse notwithstanding. Per Logan and McCloskey, this fourth and final use of 
reverse Z has many known weaknesses: “Die has been severely lapped to remove metal flow 
lines and minor die cracks present on previous marriage. Eagle’s left wing is usually devoid of 
feathers. Weak dentils at top.” An informal survey done by the author of this catalog between 
September 2022 and June 2023 gauged the relative availability in the marketplace of two of the 
challenging 1835 Rarity 4 marriages: LM-2 vs. LM-11 (Sm dt/Sm 5c). Over the months of the 
survey, 71 LM-11s (in all conditions) were documented, as compared to only 20 LM-2s. In a 
PCGS Gold Shield holder with TrueView and “LM-2 Large Date, Large 5” attribution on the 
label. 


Lot 2411. 1835 LM-12, R-7, PCGS VG8 Details (34882128). The second (of two) R-7 “holy 
grail” coins in this catalog is the newest marriage. 1835 LM-12 was discovered by Mr. Edgar 
Souders in 2007 (years after the publication of the Logan-McCloskey book Federal Half Dimes 
1792 — 1837). This is rightfully graded “VG Details - Scratch” but it presents itself well, and 
one could go many years without finding one at all — or perhaps pay much more strongly for a 
lesser coin. If you’re trying to complete a set, this marriage is essential — and it’s tough. In a 
PCGS old blue holder with TrueView and “LM-12 Sm Date, Lg 5C” attribution on the label. 


Certificate Number 
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Lot 2412. 1836 LM-1.1, R-5, PCGS XF45 (45491039). Another tough remarriage here, and it 
comes in high enough grade to enjoy the die state, while still being relatively accessible as an 
XF45 coin. Reverse DD shows the early die crack from T1 to the scroll, across the top of E 
PLUR, and back up between the D and S; this will eventually become a cud over TED with 
remarriage LM-1.2. This earlier remarriage, in fact, is the scarcer of the two (at R-5 vs. the LM- 
1.2’s R-4—although the later cud coin attracts cud buyers and is difficult in its own right). The 
present coin would be tied for fourth place within the 2023 Census; there is a 63, a 58, and a 50 
above it. We think this demonstrates the dearth of high-grade LM-1.1s and underscores the 
desirability of a pleasing XF45 such as this. In a PCGS Gold Shield holder with TrueView and 
LM-1.1 attribution on the label. 


